
H i gh  Ach i ev i ng and Gi f t ed L ear ner s 
Character ist ics and behaviors- 
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    H i gh Ach i ever s                                            Gi f t ed L ear ner s 

Knows the answers           Asks the quest ions 
I s recept ive to new ideas                      I s intense about  ideas 
I s interested in learning    I s highly cur ious 
Copies accurately     Creates a new design or  way of doing i t  
I s at tent ive in class     I s mental ly and physical ly involved 
Enjoys school       Enjoys learning 
“Loves the teacher”     Loves Ideas 
Absorbs informat ion     Manipulates informat ion 
Has good ideas      Has wild, si l ly ideas 
I s a technician of ideas     I s an inventor  of ideas 
Answers the quest ions     Discusses in detai l , elaborates 
Good memor izer      Good, informed guesser  
Loves to memor ize     Loves to think and ponder  
Completes assignments    I ni t iates projects 
Enjoys a st raight forward, sequent ial    Thr ives on complexity 
presentat ion      Loves ambiguity 
Works hard      Plays around, yet  tests well  
I s aler t        I s keenly observant  
A top group student      I s beyond the group 
I s pleased with his/her  own learning   I s highly self-cr i t ical 
L istens with interest      Shows st rong feel ings and opinions 
L ikes an author i ty to be in charge   Has own idea for  how i t  should be done 
Loves rules      Wants only basic guidel ines 
Learns with ease     Already knows 
Learns easi ly at  the knowledge and   Sees relat ionships and combines ideas 
comprehension level      Sees the whole picture 
6-8 repet i t ions for  mastery    1-2 repet i t ions for  mastery 
Wants the “rules” of the assignment    “I  want  to do i t  my way.” 
spel led out       Has a bet ter  way to do i t . 
“What  do I  need to do to get  an A?”   “What  is the purpose of this assignment?” 
Understands ideas     Constructs abstract ions 
Enjoys peers      Prefers older  students or  adults 
Grasps the meaning     Draws inferences 
I s focused on the dest inat ion or  end product   I s focused on the “journey”. 
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